Pulmonary management of the urologic patient.
Morbidity and mortality from pulmonary complications following urinary tract operations can be reduced by preoperative identification of the high risk patient. Pulmonary function tests and arterial blood gases are necessary to identify these patients and to delineate the severity of their pulmonary disease. Respiratory complications can be prevented in many patients with the proper use of pre- and postoperative chest physical therapy and oxygen therapy. Despite the most careful pulmonary management, some patients develop acute respiratory failure following urologic operations. Respiratory failure results from a combination of physiologic abnormalities which impair alveolar ventilation and oxygenation. Utilizing controlled ventilation, supplemental oxygen, and a physiologic approach to treating the underlying cause of respiratory failure, three fourths of urologic patients in respiratory failure may be expected to survive.